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BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 
Athletes & Partners should treat other athletes, partners, coaches, and officials with 
respect. 
Athletes & partners should act in ways that bring respect to themselves, their coaches, 
their team, and Special Olympics. Hitting, improper touching, and throwing a ball or other 
object at another person is not allowed. On the first occurrence, an athlete or partner will 
be warned verbally about improper behavior and his or her parents or group homes will be 
informed about the behavior. He or she will not be allowed to play the remainder of the 
game or will be asked to sit out the remainder of practice, and will be suspended from 
practices and games for two weeks. A second instance of such behavior will result in 
suspension from Tippecanoe County Special Olympics for a period of one year. Additional 
instances will result in longer suspensions. 
 
Athletes & Partners should display good sportsmanship and not use foul language. 
Athletes & partners should always remember the Special Olympics oath: “Let me win; but if 
I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt”.  If poor sportsmanship or foul language is 
displayed, an athlete or partner will be warned verbally. Depending on the circumstances, 
the coach may suspend the athlete from the game or practice. Subsequent displays of 
poor sportsmanship or foul language within the same playing season of the sport will result 
in a one-week suspension or more, at the discretion of the coach and county coordinator. 
 
Athletes & Partners should display proper behavior at all times. 
Athletes & partners are representing Special Olympics. Hugging, holding hands, kissing 
and hanging on each other are not allowed. On the first occurrence, an athlete or partner 
will be warned verbally about improper behavior. A second instance of such behavior, his 
or her parents or group homes will be informed about the behavior. A third instance, he or 
she will not be allowed to play the remainder of the game or will be asked to sit out the 
remainder of practice, and will be suspended from practices and games for two weeks. 
Further instances of such behavior will result in suspension from Tippecanoe County 
Special Olympics for a period of time to be determined by the coach and county 
coordinator.  
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PRACTICE AND GAME ATTENDANCE 
 
Athletes & Partners should be on time for practices and games. Parents and group 
homes should be prompt in picking athletes & partners up from practices and 
games. 
The coaches will hand out practices and games schedules at the beginning of the season. 
Attendance and behavior at practices will influence the selection process for attending 
area and state competitions. Attendance should not be less that 80% of practices prior to 
games/competition. Some sports may have specific rules that will be communicated to 
athletes at the beginning of the season. 
 
Athletes & Partners are not allowed to smoke during practices or games. 
From the time the athlete or partner comes to practice or a game/competition until the time 
he or she leaves practice or a game/competition, no smoking will be allowed. 
 
Athletes & Partners need to plan transportation ahead of time. 
Athletes & partners should arrange transportation to and from the practices prior to the 
event. They should not get rides to practices and expect to find rides home from coaches, 
volunteers, or other athletes. Athletes who drive should observe safe-driving standards at 
all times. No athletes are to drive to games or events if Special Olympics provide 
transportation unless approved by the Tippecanoe County Coordinators and Board of 
Directors. The following are taken into consideration for approval: driving records, driving 
habits, medical background, insurance, and vehicle dependability. 
 
Athletes & Partners should inform coaches if they will miss practice or a game. 
Coaches need to know if players are not coming to practices or games. For games, 
transportation then can leave on time and coaches will know if other athletes or partners 
need to come to replace those who will not be there. 
 
Athletes & Partners should be clean and appropriately dressed at all times. 
Athletes & partners who smell offensive or dress inappropriately will be asked to leave until 
they have resolved the situation. Clothes, hair, teeth, and bodies need to be clean, and 
deodorant should be used. 
 


